
The Story of a Volunteer:  
Ido Yaari 
What is your background?  
“I come from the field of 
advertising and marketing. I was 
formerly Client Director at the 
McCann Erickson advertising 
agency, and then made my way 
into the digital realm. I served 
in a variety of roles in different 
companies, and today I own a 
start-up company in the area 
of website development and 
promotion”.

What brought you to MICHA? 
“Seven years ago I came to MICHA 
by chance. A good friend of mine 
designed Micha’s previous website, 
and asked me to pick up the check 
for him. When I arrived, I met the 
CEO of the organization at the 
time, and we talked, she admitted 
that unfortunately the website 
was not effective because there 
was no one to run it. When I saw 
the children and the activities of 
the organization, I was excited 
and immediately volunteered to 
manage MICHA’s website, and 

from that point on my involvement 
grew. Eventually, MICHA started to 
avail my services for marketing and 
other activities. Five years ago the 
organization decided to construct 
a new website. I recruited various 
vendors who agreed to donate 
their work and we created an 
updated and professional website. 
When we were building the new 
site, we had to characterize it and 
insert various content, and that’s 
the way I learned even more about 
the organization, which allowed 
mutual growth. Throughout this 
joint journey, a strong bond was 
formed with the management of 
the organization and the CEO 
asked me to join MICHA’s Board 
of Directors.  I agreed without 
hesitation, and since then it has 
been almost four years that I have 
been a board member of the 
organization.” 

What is your vision? “My 
personal vision is to be successful 
in the ventures that I take upon 
myself, and while doing so to 
enable myself to continue to 
volunteer at MICHA and in other 

organizations. My hope is that 
MICHA will continue its current 
activities and expand so that it 
may assist all of the children in 
Israel with hearing impairments. 
I hope that we successfully cope 
with new challenges, and that we 
will continue to establish MICHA 
as a professional body in the field, 
and as a home for all children with 
hearing impairments.”

Beit MICHA was recognized as an Exclusive  
Rehabilitative Center for the fitting and  
recommendation of Hearing Aids 
Beit MICHA has gained recognition as a center for the fitting 
and recommendation of hearing aids for infants and children, 
according to a communication of the Health Ministry’s medical 
director in February 2016. This is further proof that Beit MICHA 
is a leader in the unique and challenging field of diagnostics, 
fitting and recommendation of hearing aids for children up to 
the age of 6. MICHA leads the list of the few centers that 
have received official recognition from the Ministry  
of Health.

To enable us to continue to maintain the skills and extensive 
knowledge gained over many years in the field, we are seeking 
the donation of a new device for our audiology unit. The innovative VERIFIT2 device enables more precise 
calibration and adjustment of hearing aids to infant’s auditory canal. The device costs $ 20,000. All of those 
interested in making a contribution may contact our Resource Development Director, Lotty Camerman directly, 
at lotty@michata.org.il or phone: 03-6994777 (ext 5), 054-6862550.

MICHA Newsletter
September 2016

Dear Friends,

As we enter the New Year, we wish to send 
you, our dear partners, warm wishes for 
success, health, prosperity and happiness. 
Thanks to your support, “Beit MICHA” 
continues to fulfill its purpose as a warm 
home for infants and children with hearing 
impairments, and for their families.

Over the course of the year 2015-2016, 
we provided assistance to approximately 
630 families, in a variety of treatment 
frameworks. We developed various 
initiatives and reached new communities 
both in the center and periphery of 
the country. This year we once again 
emphasized on the quality of our services, 
and made an effort to facilitate quick and 
efficient treatment without queues or 
waiting lists. Over the past year we once 
again achieved recognition from the Ministry 
of Health as an authorized center for 
hearing examinations and hearing  
aid fitting for infants and children with 
hearing loss.

The screening for hearing loss in 
maternity wards is mandated by law, it 
increased awareness of hearing loss and 
technological advances – all of these give 
us an opportunity to help more and more 
children every year. We are developing 
treatment procedures with advanced 
methods adapted to the child’s situation 
and the preference of parents, training new 
teams and trying to find financial resources 
that will allow the continued operation and 
development of our unique multidisciplinary 
center, which is the first of its kind in Israel.

In the coming year, we will be expanding 
the center with the construction of a new 
wing. We ask you to continue taking part in 
the aid for MICHA, and thank you for your 
trust and support.

Happy New Year, Shana Tova

Dr. Vera Korine Shafir,  
Chairperson  

Boaz Herman,  
Executive Director

Shana
Tova

Reunion of the Kindergarten Rotation Program 
The Reunion get-together of past kindergarten classes of the Rotation 
Kindergarten at Micha have already become a tradition and was held in the 
kindergarten this year at the end of June. Parents and children were excited 
to see old friends. They exchanged experiences, enjoyed talking and creative 
activities and even got to hear the singer Roni Daloomi, who appeared 
for the excited children and parents with a special performance of her well 
known songs. The impressive event was organized by the kindergarten 
teacher and initiator Maya Avni.

Purim 
Purim celebrations this 
year were sponsored by 
the SeboCalm cosmetics 
company. Actresses, 
models, beauty queens 
and famous models 
danced, sang, played with 
the kids and gave them 
gift packages. Among 
the participants present: 
Yael Goldman, Chani 
Nahmias, Michal Yanai, 
Little Michal, Shiraz Tal, 
Jenny Chervoney, Yaara 
Benbenishty and Amnon 
Bechar (SeboCalm CEO).

2016 Annual Fundraising Event
Micha’s annual fundraising event took place in July 
at the Zappa Club in Herzliya. It was hosted by 
Erez Tal and attended by 350 guests. The central 
performance was featured by Matti Caspi and 
Shlomo Gronich in their show “Behind the Notes”. 
The event accompanied by the moving story of 
Odaya Kinsborski, a graduate of MICHA, who recently 
completed her army service and got married. At the 
opening of the event, a public auction was held of a 
sculpture created by Shabtai Karyde, which expressed 
the work of the staff and volunteers at Micha. 

End of Year Event at the Kfar Kassem Day  
Care Center
At the conclusion of the school year an end of year event took place 
at the MICHA Kindergarten in Kfar Kassem. The nursery children 
enjoyed a delightful and amusing morning with their parents and 
family members. The event included an activity with Najam the clown 
and other costumed characters that played with the children. The 
activity was donated by the parents of a child from the nursery with 
a hearing impairment. In the past year we witnessed an increased 
awareness in the Arab sector regarding treatment and rehabilitation 
of hearing impaired children.

Mia Ben Tovim Explains 
about Hearing Aids
Mia Ben Tovim, a five and a half 
year old graduate of the pre-
school division at MICHA, gave 
an exciting explanation about 
her hearing aids to the children 
attending her class, using a moving 
and amusing video produced by 
her father. The video was screened 
and distributed to her school mates 
and received enthusiastic reviews 
from the children, who for the first 
time understood the issue of Mia’s 
hearing impairment. The video 
can be found on YouTube (MIA 
HEARING AID). Mia was also chosen 
to appear in a joint song with 
Matti Caspi and Shlomo Gronich 
in the annual fundraising event. 
Mia thrilled the audience, who 
applauded at length.

Pictured: Mia Ben Tovim singing at 
the Annual Fundraising Event of 
Beit Micha.

Mr Israel Berman Joined the Executive Board 
of Micha
Mr. Israel Berman, the CEO of Shufersal, and son of the late 
Deborah Berman, who was among the first and longest serving 
volunteers at MICHA recently returned from business activities 
abroad and joined the members of Beit MICHA’s Executive Board. 
We are happy and proud that Israel has joined, continuing a long-
standing tradition of volunteerism. 

(Pictured: Dr. Vera Korine Shafir, Chairperson of Beit MICHA,  
Boaz Herman, CEO, and Israel Berman upon his joining the 
Executive Board.)

Fundraising Bazaar at “Habait” in Ramat Hasharon
Every year, when the Shavuot Holiday draws near, MICHA volunteers 
residing at the assisted living home “Habait” (“The Home”) in Ramat 
Hasharon hold a fundraising bazaar. The women volunteers from MICHA 
sell handicrafts designed for infants and children, consisting of handmade 
creations that they have made, as they have been doing with endless 
devotion over the past decades. Among the products that were sold: 
knitted dolls, children’s pillows, baby blankets and more. 

During the month of July a special report by Almog Boker was filmed 
by Channel 10 and aired during the main news broadcast on Friday. The 
television reporter covered the activities of the volunteers, some of whom 
have been volunteering for Micha for over 50 years.

A Reading Area and a 
New Gift for the Children 
of Beit MICHA
The library project was donated by 
Sharon Rapaport and her family in 
memory of her parents Rosalind and 
Haim Levi.

Innovative Integration Project by Beit MICHA  
in the Community 
MICHA has launched an innovative integration project that aims to enable the 
child with hearing impairment to meet and freely interact with hearing peers of 
the same age. Once a week, Mika-Ella, a 3-year-old girl who is being treated 
at Beit MICHA, goes to “Gan Genia”’ a kindergarten within walking distance 
of Beit Micha, accompanied by an assistant. Mika-Ella was fully integrated into 
the daily activities of the preschool children. She created social relationships 
and enjoyed going to the kindergarten. At the conclusion of the project, the 
children from Gan Genia were invited to Beit Micha, where they participated in 
a joint activity with all of the children. The project will continue next year.

The children, professional staff and management of Beit MICHA wish you a Happy New Year
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